
Proposition 4: Update
Safe Drinking Water, Wildfire Prevention, Drought 
Preparedness, and Clean Air Bond Act of 2024 



Prop 4 At a Glance

Authorizes $10 
billion in State
general obligation 
bonds for various 
projects to reduce 
climate risks and 
impacts

Full Text:  November 5, 2024, General Election Voter Information Guide - Proposition 4 Text of ProposedLaws

https://vig.cdn.sos.ca.gov/2024/general/pdf/prop4-text-proposed-laws.pdf
https://vig.cdn.sos.ca.gov/2024/general/pdf/prop4-text-proposed-laws.pdf
https://vig.cdn.sos.ca.gov/2024/general/pdf/prop4-text-proposed-laws.pdf
https://vig.cdn.sos.ca.gov/2024/general/pdf/prop4-text-proposed-laws.pdf
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DWR’s Portion of the Bond
Funding Amount

Sustainable Groundwater (91012) $386.25M ($25M for CA Tribes)

Brackish Desalinization (91016) $62.5M
Stream Gages (91017) $15M (DWR and SWRCB)
Conveyance (91018) $75M
Ag/Urban Water Conservation (91019) $75M 
IRWM/Watershed Climate Resilience (91031) $100M
Riverine Stewardship (91032 c) $50M
Urban Streams (91032 e) $25M

DWR will also deliver funding for Flood Mgmt, Dam Safety/Reservoir Ops, Salton Sea, etc. 



Overall Bond Authorities
• Set Aside: At least 40 percent of the total 

funds for vulnerable populations or 
disadvantaged communities. At least 10 
percent of the total funds to severely 
disadvantaged communities.

• Allows for 25% Advanced Payment for timely 
project initiation  (no max project cost)

• Allows for reimbursement of indirect costs
• No cost share/match requirements in the 

bond



Overall Bond Authorities Cont

• No Eligible Project List (meaning it will default 
to General Obligation Bond Law)

• No Eligible Cost List (meaning it will default to 
General Obligation Bond Law)

• Key Priorities/Preferences: (very few)
• Priority to projects that leverage private, 

federal & local funding to produce 
greatest public benefit

• Preference for projects that utilize 
California Conservation Corps (90150)



How can DWR use the money?

7% for DWR Admin costs, 
or $20M, whichever is 

less (90600a)

Up to 10% for technical 
assistance for DAC, 

SDAC, and vulnerable 
populations*, and may be 

increased if there is 
need (90600b(1)(2))

*May provide workforce training and education, jobs for vulnerable populations



Proposition 4 Emergency Regulation 
Authority

AB-149 (Public Resources Trailer Bill)

In AB-149, the Legislature directed that implementation of the 
Proposition 4 program move forward under the emergency 
regulation process instead of relying on an exemption from the 
Office of Administrative Law (OAL).

https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billTextClient.xhtml?bill_id=202520260AB149
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billTextClient.xhtml?bill_id=202520260AB149
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billTextClient.xhtml?bill_id=202520260AB149


Emergency Regulations

DWR publish Notice of 
Proposed Rulemaking  (at 

least 5 days ahead of 
submitting to OAL)

Per Water Code Section 
161, must get approval of 

the Water Commission 
Submit to OAL

OAL Public Comment 
Period

10 Day OAL Review 
Period

Regulations sent to 
Secretary of State for 

filing

OAL is the Office of Administrative Law



What’s Next?

DOF will work with our Budget office 
on setting up the appropriations, 
identifying what sections of the bond 
correspond to what items in the bill, 
etc

DWR is working through questions on 
the emergency rulemaking process 
and how this impacts programs. 



Stay up to Date
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